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No news is better than evil news.
Clearing up the way to face Alternative Archaeologies

Jaime ALMANSA SÁNCHEZ
JAS Arqueología S.L.U.

Abstract

While Archaeology started to take form as a professional discipline, 
Alternative Archaeologies grew in several ways. As the years went by, 
the image of Archaeology started being corrupted by misconceptions 
and a lot of imagination, and those professionals that were claiming to 

of interest is one of the reasons why today, a vast majority of society 
believes in many clichés of the past that alternative archaeologists have 

and the mysteries of great civilizations to the political interpretation of 
the past, the dangers of Alternative Archaeologies are clear and under 

a strategy that may make us the main characters of the popular imagery 
in the mid-term. Since confrontation and communication do not seem 
to be effective approaches, we need a change in the paradigm based on 
Public Archaeology and the increase of our presence in everyday life. 
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Introduction: The nature of Alternative Archaeology

 Why does Alternative Archaeology exist? This is probably the 

it as “anything that disagrees with the generally accepted facts that 
archaeologists use to explain and reconstruct the past” (Schadla-Hall 

Gamble´s that describes it as “whatever you want it to become” 
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in something they value.

and archaeologists. They have a huge impact across the Media and 

conspiracy or a mystery to believe in. An interesting research on this 
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The impact of Alternative Archaeology in popular culture

 The debate about the Public and Archaeology is open and 

Archaeological Sites Monuments Museums

Independent 20,4 45 53,4

Guardian 19,2 43,4 56,5

Times 13,9 43,4 51,5

Express 6,5 27,8 30,1

Sun 3,1 14,9 19,6

Table 1. Percentage of people visiting different cultural attractions in the UK according 
to the newspaper they read (Stone and MacKenzie 1990).
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the Media.
What kind of Archaeology do people believe in? 

Milenio 3
Cuarto Milenio
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 (in Catalan TV3) 
or Arqueomanía

Figure 1. Visit Egypt from a bus stop in Madrid (Photo by author)
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Indiana Jones or aliens in Egypt. In the survey I conducted in Spain 

past.

 One example directly related to alternative archaeologies is 
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“No news is better than evil news.” What can we do about 
Alternative Archaeology?

accommodate alternative archaeology (Schadla-Hall 2004: 264-268). 

Lies to You
about something called “source amnesia
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What can we do after this panorama?

suite101) as head 

renouncing Alternative Archaeology.

Annunaki
Silver Surfer) to 

Stargate, Smallville, Star 
 or 

our premises cannot be used. They are visionaries that really believe 
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in this volume). Semir Osmanagic started a campaign in 2005 that is 

this volume).

past.  

value to understand these issues (Fagan 2006).
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Figure 2.
can prevail over Alternative Archaeologies (by author).
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Conclusion

 A common approach to all these issues is closely related to 

advantage due to the already existing society’s active interest in it.

it. It is our responsibility.

Archaeology.
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